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Almighty God, merciful Father, we thank Thee that, in Thine infinite
love, Thou hast given us Thine only begotten Son to be aSavior, who
redeemed us by His death, ascended far above all the heavens, and shed
His gifts richly upon men, giving unto some to be apostles; and some, .
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers, unto the
building up of His Church. We pray Thee graciously to bestow Thy
Holy Spirit upon this Thy servant, to whom now has been committed the
oversight of this Church, that he may ever be shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace, and that he may so administer the office entrusted
to him as not to break down but bui ld up, not harm but help. Grant
that he may not neglect the gift of God which is in him, but that he
may be instant in prayer, in reading and meditating upon Thy Word, in
admonishing and instructing. Grant that, in honor and dishonor, in evil
and good report; he may prove himself to be Thy servant, in much pa¬
tience, in labors, in watching, in fastings, in pureness, in knowledge, in
long-suffering, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned, in the
word of truth, in the power of God; by the armor of righteousness on
the right hand and on the left: and that, as afaithful and wise steward
who has given his household their portion of food in due season, he may
finally enter into joy eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with
Thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world with¬
o u t e n d . A m e n .
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by the editor
cil. Dr. Alfred Beil and Pastor Raynold Lingwall
brought brief messages from the Iowa Synod, ULC
and the Iowa Conference, Augustana, respectively. A
greeting was also received from Dr. Raymond Wargelin
of the Suomi Synod who was not able to be present.

D u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f
t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l w a s t o m e e t i n D e t r o i t
the next day anumber of the church leaders had to
leave immediately after they had presented their greet¬
ings. They all took the same plane for Detroit. One
might remark parenthetically that this plane was
really loaded with clerical “brass.”

The service was abit lengthy due to the fact that
so many participated. But it was nevertheless all that
one might expect it to be. Though some of those
present were of national and international stature the
service was marked by an air of simple dignity to
which each of the participants in his own way con¬
t r i b u t e d .

A t the c lose o f the se rv i ce a t Grand View Lu theran
alight lunch was served at Luther Memorial, two
blocks away, by the women of that church. It too
was simple and in good taste.

The socia l hour at Luther Memoria l gave ample
opportunity to visit with friends from far and near
and brought to afitting close an occasion to remember.

For the first, and almost certainly for the last,
time in its long history apresident has been installed
in the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. In a
solemn, yet festive ceremony held at Grand View
Church in Des Moines, Pastor A. E. Farst rup was
installed as president of the AELC on January 29.

When the office last changed hands and Dr. Alfred
Jensen became president in 1936 it would have been
considered most unusual, if not contrary to the spirit
of the church, to install apresident. There was afear
of formality of any sort and especially when it in¬
volved worship. There must be acomplete freedom
from form —which is in itself avery rigid sort of
form. During the years since we have come to the
point where such aservice could not only be held but
where it was felt to be fitting and proper. The serv¬
ice is, in essence, arecognition of the responsibility
wi th wh ich the church has invested aman o f i ts choos¬
ing and an invocation of the blessing of God upon
h i m a n d t h e o f fi c e w h i c h h e a s s u m e s .

In anticipation of the large number of people ex¬
pected to attend, the service was held at Grand View,
an Augustana church, where there was ample space.
The service was very well attended by pastors and
laymen from many congregations of the AELC. It
is notable that, though the weather was good, so many
were willing to risk winter travel in order to be
present. This is atribute to the importance of the
service and to the esteem in which the new president
i s h e l d .

The liturgy for the service was conducted by Pas¬
tor Willard Garred, secretary of the AELC. Officiant
for the service of induct ion was Dr. Al fred Jensen,
now President-emeritus of the church. The nine dis¬
trict presidents, the Dean of the Seminary, the Presi¬
dent of the College and visiting representatives of
other Lutheran bodies read brief scripture passages
appropriate to the occasion. Asermon by Pastor Hol-
ger O. Nielsen, synodical vice president and aresponse
by Pastor Farstrup, the new president, both of which
are printed elsewhere in this issue, were also apart
of the service. The Grand View College Choir, though
handicapped by the fact that the semester break caused
many of its members to be out-of-town, sang an an¬
them, “Of Thee ISing.” Under the direction of Mr.
Robert Speed, the approximately one-half of the choir
members present made areal contribution to the
s e r v i c e .

Following the actual service of induction, greetings
were brought on behalf of many of the Lutheran bodies
in America and indeed the world. Dr. Franklin Clark
Fry spoke not only for his own United Lutheran Church
but also for the Lutheran World Federation and the
World Counci l o f Churches. Dr. Malv in H. Lundeen
spoke for the Augustana Lutheran Church and Dr.
Frederick A. Schiotz brought greetings from The
American Lutheran Church. Pastor Phillip Johnson
brought agreeting from the National Lutheran Coun-

Liiicoln, the Man
The purpose of Eternal Truth
Called for aman. God took ayouth and schooled

him long.
Amother taught him love of right;
Privation gave him patient might;
Distress of souls trained him to fight
Against a l l wrong.

In sympathy with human need
He learned to serve; to helpful deed His spirit ran.
H e l e d t h e s o u l s o f m e n t o s e e

The worth of Truth and L iber ty,
And paid the cost to set them free;

Lincoln, the Man.
— F r a n k W . H i l l .
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jUiuUuf, Qod A S e r m o n a t t h e I n s t a l l a t i o n

of Synod President Far strap

by; Pastor Holger O. Nielsen

Lead thou me to the rock that is higher than I; for thou
art my refuge, astrong tower against the enemy. Let me
dwell in thy tent for ever! Oh to be sate under the shelter
of thy wings! For thou, 0God, hast heard my vows, thou
hast given me the heritage of those who fear thy name.
P s a l m 6 1 : 2 - 5 .

He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of
all creation; for in him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or domin¬
ions or principalities or authorities —all things are created
through him and for h im. He is before a l l th ings, and in
him all things hold together. Col. 1:15-17.

There are indeed found in Scripture many mean¬
ingful texts -which can be used to good advantage
at an installation service. The words spoken to Joshua
when he took over from Moses are both fitt ing and
proper and one does wel l to reca l l them: “be not
f r ightened, nei ther be d ismayed; for the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” However, some
of you recall that Moses was left on Mount Pisgah
gazing into the promised land. And Ifor one am
most concerned not to leave the impression that we
are leaving Dr. Jensen, if not on Mount Pisgah, then
in some kind of isolated place while the rest of us
march gaily on towards anew promised land. The
Christian faith leaves not its people in isolation. There
is no pr ivate Chr is t ian i ty but there is aCommunion
of Sa in ts , ap i lg r im band wh ich s ta r ted w i th Chr is t
and His disciples and continues into God’s eternal
h e a v e n .

The passage from the Psalmist which Iread may
seem too somber for this joyous occasion. It is not
meant to be somber but Ido want to remind you of
the fact that this is also an age when men cry out
as did the Psalmist in his day. The poets, the pastors,
the scientists, the philosophers, the artists and the
whole company of the concerned of today each cry
out in his own way against an evi l day, and many,
as in the days of Paul, are without hope and without
G o d . T h e c h u r c h t h e r e f o r e m u s t a s k i t s l e a d e r s t o

face up to the world situation. This is no age for false
optimism nor false prophets. If the darkness is to
deepen we want to know it and face it, if not with
great courage, then with hope because there is in our
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h t h a t w h i c h s o m e h a v e c a l l e d a d i v i n e ¬
ly rooted optimism. The true joy of the Christian
i s t h i s t ha t I be l i eve t ha t I have aSav io r, who had
redeemed me, alost and condemned creature, secured
and delivered me from all sins, from death and the
devi l . Out of this fai th grows the joy which thieves
c a n n o t s t e a l a n d r u s t n o t c o n s u m e .

B u t a l l i s n o t w e l l w i t h t h e w o r l d a n d e v e n t h e

consecrated Christian finds himself in asti'uggle with
evil which seeks to capture his mind and soul. In a
splendid little book called IBELIEVE IN THE LIV¬

ING GOD, Dr. Emil Brunner writes as follows: “We
are other than what God wills to have us because we
become godless through this looking away from God.
With amirror the important thing is what it reflects.
The image in the mirror is not really in the mirror
itself; it is outside the mirror. But the image in it
is according to what it reflects. So we are. We
no longer God’s image because we do not reflect God’s
face. What then do we reflect? One can say that
reflect the world, and we reflect ourselves. We there¬
by make the world and ourselves gods. We do that
every day anumber of times, even though in small
ways and without knowing what is going on. Again
and again we are in love with ourselves and the world
ins tead o f lov ing God w i th our who le hear ts . And
from this self-love and world love comes evil. From
it comes all the terrible godlessness that we are ex¬
periencing at present. God is abolished; and man,
his race, his nation, his power, his reason, and his
economic system have been made gods. "This god¬
lessness is in the midst of us. But do not forget that
it is also our godlessness. The present world crisis
is the result of along slow process of blood poisoning
o f t h e w o r l d . ”

In such aworld situation the church and its leaders
need urgently to speak to our age, if it can be spoken
to. Is there an answer to ageneration which has
stumbled into atomic power? To aworld and a
church that should be one but are sadly broken and
divided. To an age that has conquered speed and
plans interplanatary travel, yet insists upon iron cur¬
ta i ns and sp i r i t ua l and i n t e l l e c tua l ba r r i e r s . Mos t
certainly the primary business of the church is to
speak to an age which has lost its course and to give
to man ameaningful answer to life, when so much
of life seems meaningless.

The answer which the church has to give is old
bu t no t obso le te . L is ten ! F rom the B ib le i t reads ,
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel,
spoke to His congregation in ancient days, so He speaks
to us today. The proclamation of the Gospel is the
a n s w e r. We h a v e n o n e o t h e r. T h e w o r d s o f P a u l
to the Colossians are most helpful, “All things were
created through Him and for Him. He is before al l
things, and in Him all things hold together.
Paul asserts that Christ has cosmic significance. The
Christ ian fai th is no cozy, pr ivate, l i t t le affair. I t is
afaith that has its roots in the very heart of God, the
C r e a t o r o f h e a v e n a n d e a r t h . W h e n l i f e a n d f a i t h
are viewed in this light, man’s power grows dim and
G o d t h e C r e a t o r s t a n d s a s t h e r u l e r o v e r H i s c r e a t i o n
which includes man. And no\y God says to us in His
Word: “What seems to be important from the view¬
point of the world is really not important. The great
events of the world which frighten you are really not
the final events. You see only the fox’eground which
is terrifying. Keep your eye on the background which
is divine. The foreground is really small in compari-

a r e

w e

A s t h e L o r d

H e r e

Ho lger 0 . N ie lsen is v ice p res iden t o f the Amer ican Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church and is pastor of Our Savior's
Lutheran Church a t Newington, Connect icu t .
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we who are members of the church support him with
our prayers, our time, our means and ayielding of
self-will to awillingness to be led by the Holy Spirit.

We give thanks to Almighty God for the past and
pray for His blessings in the future and rest in the
assurance that the future may truly be anew day
rich in promise. Amen.
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son with the background, but it always seems larger
t o u s b e c a u s e i t i s i n f r o n t . To b e l i e v e i s t o s e e t h e
wor ld ’s background. The fa i th o f creat ion that the
Word of God proclaims to us is this: behold the foun¬
dation of everything, and behold it is Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, the plan of the world. And then if
you really see that, you will no longer be frightened
and no longer despair. Then you have faith.

I f th is be fa i th, my fr iends, let us pray to God
to make us giants of faith who dare proclaim as never
before to an indifferent and disbelieving word, “Be¬
hold the foundations of everything and behold i t is
in Jesus Christ.” This is the church proclaiming the
good news, the news that men cannot live without.
God grant that we, the body of believers, be faithful
to the living God in Jesus Christ.

Today when we in the American Evangelical Lu¬
theran Church gently remove the mantle of leader¬
ship from the broad, if at times abit weary shoulders
of aservant of God, and place the mantle of leadership
upon the younger shoulders of aservant of God, we
do so w i th confidence tha t the Lord and Mas te r o f the
c h u r c h w i l l b l e s s h i m .

We are thankful to Dr. Alfred Jensen for his many
years of leadership and service to the church. He led
u s t o t h e t h r e s h o l d o f a n e w e r a . I t n o w b e c o m e s t h e
solemn duty of President Anders Ejnar Farstrup to
lead us into anew day as we take our place in the
fellowship of the Lutheran Church in America. May

T H I N K T H I S O N E O V E R : S H O U L D C H I L D R E N
G O T O C H U R C H ?

Dr. Silas Evans of Ripon College says: “If your
child is not strong enough to go both to Sunday School
and church, then hurry and call adoctor or send for
the ambulance. If the doctor says the child may attend
only one morning service, then take the child to
church. The center of Christianity is to be found in
the morning Church service, and even though the words
of the pastor are not understood, the atmosphere and
impressions are lasting. Why complain that many
young people do not go to Church? They never have

(Don’t put the shoe on if it doesn’t fit.)
—Prom Greenvi l le (Michigan) Messenger.

g o n e .

Isaid to aman who stood at the gate of the years,
“Give me alight that Imay tread safely into the un¬
known.” And he replied, “Put your hand into the hand
of God; that will be better than alight, and safer
than aknown way.

—^Hask ins .

Va /Ul WJiX)4n 9t Maif, GaHô n4t
T h e e d i t o r w i l l s o o n h a v e a n e w a d d r e s s . T h e m a ¬

t e r i a l i n t e n d e d f o r t h e M a r c h 5 i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N
T I D I N G S s h o u l d b e s e n t t o t h e e d i t o r a t t h e C o z a d
a d d r e s s a n d s h o u l d r e a c h h i m t h e r e n o t l a t e r t h a n
February 25. Thereafter all editorial correspondence
f o r L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S s h o u l d b e s e n t t o t h e
e d i t o r a t

All correspondence intended for the synod presi¬
dent should go to this address. There is no separate
synod office, as such. The address on Pennsylvania
Avenue, to which synod mail was formerly sent, was
and continues to be the home of Dr. Alfred Jensen.
The work of the synod president is carried on in his
home and all correspondence should, accordingly, be
directed to Pastor Farstrup’s home address.B o x 1 8 8

Viborg, South Dakota
Synod Board to Meet

The Synod Board of Ordinat ion wi l l meet at the
Chicago Theological Seminary February 10, at 10 a. m.
The Seminary is located in Maywood, Illinois.

This is the annual meeting of this Board to inter¬
view the candidates for Ordinat ion and review their
academic work. The second year candidates will also
b e i n t e r v i e w e d .

Pastors are asked to change their mailing lists at
Incidental ly, there must be many more con¬o n c e ,

gregations having bulletins which the editor does not
Will you kindly check to see if he is re-r e c e i v e .

ceiving your congregation’s bulletin?

The address of the synod president. Pastor A. E.
Farstrup, is;

3 1 1 2 L a w n v i e w D r i v e

Des Moines 10, Iowa Alfred E. Sorensen, Chairman.

The family had returned from church and was seated around the dinner table. Discussing
the morning service, Father commented, “Frankly, Idon’t believe the sermon this morning
was as good as usual.” Mother added, “The choir didn’t sing as well as they might have. The
anthem wasn’t very good.” Sis said, “The church needs new hymnals. Iwish they would get
some.” The youngest member in the family pondered abit, then observed, “Well, Ithought
it was pretty good for only anickel apiece.”

Bethany Lutheran Messenger,
Menominee, Michigan.
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iBelieve in the Holy Catholic Church
by; Pastor A. E. Farstrup

Response by the New Synod President at the Installation Service
turn be ablessing to others.
W i t h o u t i t w e w o u l d n e v e r b e
able to participate in the ex¬
perience of the psalmist who
wrote in terms of meaningful
imagery:

“ B e h o l d , h o w g o o d a n d
pleasant it is when brothers
dwell in unity! It is like the
precious oil upon the head,
running down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, run¬
ning down on the collar of his
r o b e s ! I t i s l i k e t h e d e w o f
H e r m o n w h i c h f a l l s o n t h e
m o u n t a i n s o f Z i o n ! F o r t h e r e
t h e L o r d h a s c o m m a n d e d t h e
blessing, life for evermore.”

—Psa lm 133

In the spirit of what has
now been said, may Ithen call
your attention to one expres¬
s i o n w h i c h w e a l l u s e — t a k e n

from the words of our baptis¬
mal covenant (or the Apostles
Creed). Words we repeat Sun¬
day after Sunday, and in our

daily devotions (though perhaps not as often, in this
latter instance, as once was, or should be, the case).
Irefer to the expression, “I believe in the holy catholic
c h u r c h .
Christian instead of catholic in describing the Church,
but Iwant to re-instate the original word, “catholic”
to its rightful place —for it means universal. This
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e c h u r c h w e m u s t n o t l o s e . I t m u s t
never become the sole property of only one branch
of that great tree which our Lord’s church is.

Have you ever realized what it is you are confessing
when you repeat these words? We dare not let our¬
selves fall into the careless habit of repeating words
just because we have always used them. Certainly
there is no magic involved in the repetition of certain
phrases. Words always convey an idea, atruth, if they
are not to degenerate into drivel. In faet, our Lord
warnecl us once, that we would he judged on the basis
nt whether or not our speech is meaningful, Was this
not implied when He said, “Let your speecli be simply,
'yes ’ or ‘no ’ ; anyth ing inOi 'c than th is comes f rom
evi l ”? (Mat t . 5 :37)

When we confess that we believe “in the holy,
cathol ic church,” we ought first to note the posit ion
in which these words are placed in the creed. We
could not possibly make our confession of faith in the
church did we not first confess that we believe in God,
the creator of all things, and in Jesus Christ, His Son,
through whom we have been reconciled to oim heaven¬
ly father. Nor could we say it if we did not believe

No one needs an explana¬
tion of why we are gathered
h e r e t h i s a f t e r n o o n . T h i s h a s
already been made evident in
the services, but it has been
though t impor tan t tha t I ,
whom you have entrusted
with special responsibilities
in the affairs of our particular
b r a n c h o f C h r i s t ’ s C h u r c h ,
should bring agreeting at this
time. This Iam happy to do.

L e t m e b e g i n b y t e l l i n g
y o u h o w g r a t e f u l I a m f o r
your coming toge ther today
and, in this worshipful setting,
ask ing God’s b less ing upon
o u r S y n o d a n d t o p r a y f o r
His guidance and benediction
upon the office to which you
h a v e c a l l e d m e t o s e r v e . W e

recognize, those of us whose
l i v e s h a v e b e e n l i v e d i n t h e
AELC that we have not pre¬
viously had such services of
induct ion for aSynod Pres i¬
d e n t . T h i s i s d u e t o s e v e r a l
factors. First of these might be the very practical
one, that we are scattered throughout the land, and
both distance and the lack of funds, in the pioneer
days of our existence, ruled out arepresentative gath¬
ering such as this. One would also have to mention
the fact that there has been ahaunt ing fear among
us o f t he f o rma l i t i e s o f such an occas i on . Wh i l e t he re
is always alegimate fear of emptiness of form, it is
still true that we need to, and must, find forms which
will express our faith and our action, limited and
subject to change as they are. To me it is most grati¬
fying, and distinctly meaningful, that all areas of the
AELC are represented here today through the District
Presidents. In and through them Ienvision our con¬
gregations and the good people in them. Sharing with
u.s in this service of induction also are representatives
of othor Luthoraii bodies with whom wo share arich
lieritat{e, and together with whom we face the con-
tinned task ot bearing witness to the primacy of the
Kingdom of God in the lives of men wil.iiin our own
f a i r l a n d a n d t o t h e e n d s o f t h e c a r t l i . A n d , 1 \ v o u l d
a d d ,
love,
a i m s a r e o n e — o u r c o m f o r t s a n d o u r c a r e s . ”

It is this kinship and mutuality which gives mean¬
ing to our coming together on this day. Without it,
Icould not accept the duties with which Ihave been
entrusted, nor could anyone for that matter. Only
insofar as we increasingly share in the blessings, as
well as the tasks, of the Christian Church, can we in

I r e a l i z e t h a t w e m o s t o f t e n u s e t h e w o r d

b l e s t b e t h e l i e t h a t b i n d s , o u r h e a r t s i n mu tu a l
and point out that “our fears, our hopes, ouri f
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that the Holy Spirit calls and enlightens each genera¬
tion; that He is continually active in this respect in
the lives of all who have been baptized into Christ;
that He, and He alone, is the author of faith in the
h e a r t s a n d l i v e s o f G o d ’ s c h i l d r e n a n d “ m a k e s a l l

t h ings new! ”
The Church is made up of people like yourself and

myself. It is made up of people from all walks and
conditions of life. Yes, even of those who have gone
on before us, and to whom we are so greatly indebted.
And may Ihere pay my profound respects to those
of Danish heritage who came to these shores and
planted the Church of their fathers in the virgin soil
of America alongside the churches planted by immi¬
grants from many other lands. Some of their country-
nien may have been apologetic, yes, even ashamed,
of the fact that they came from asmall and apoor
country. But not so those who laid the foundations
of the AELC; the men who built the Folk Schools, our
College and Seminary, and invited their countrymen
to the large fellowship meetings where the hopes and
d r e a m s f o r t h e i r f u t u r e , i n t h e n e w
land, were voiced in the songs of such
men- as F. L. Grundtvig, Adam Dan,
Krist ian Ostergaard and many others.
May we, who today face the fact that
America has brought us into continued
and close fellowship with Lutheran
bodies of other national or igins, even
to the point where we now actively and
expectant ly look for amerg ing of our
churches, be true, also, to the heritage
that is pecul iar ly ours as we prepare
to share it. Pretension or apology can
never be ablessing to ourselves or to
the Lutheran Church of tomorrow in this our freely
c h o s e n l a n d .

Isa id amoment ago that the church is made up
of people, and then Ipaused to pay our respects to
those who laid the foundations but have now gone on
ahead of us to greater glory. Let me now hasten to
add : We do no t con fess t ha t we be l i eve i n t he chu rch
because these people have served in it, or because there
are dedicated and committed people in it even today.
We believe in the church, because it is Christ’s Church
and because through it the Holy Spirit does His re¬
generative and reconciling work. Through it men are
led to say with Peter of old, “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” Through it, and because of
its witness to this Christ, men are led to see them¬
selves both as they are, sinful, imperfect, often rebel¬
lious, children of God —and as they were meant to
be, joyful, grateful and responsive to His will and
way. In i t men are made aware of God’s victory in
Christ over the forces of darkness and sin, and what
is even more important —in its fellowship they grow
into the realization that they are themselves partici¬
pants in this victory. As this realization breaks upon
us, we find ourselves singing with the ancient hymn
wri ter, John of Damascus:

Now let the heavens be joyful!
Let earth her song begin!
Let all the world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;
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In g ra te fu l exu l ta t i on
Their notes let al l things blend.
For Christ the Lord hath risen.
Our Joy that hath no end!

When we say, “I believe in the Church,” there are
of course always those who will point to the history
of the church with its chapters of religious bigotry,
inquisitions, cold orthodoxy, its ritualism in contrast
to the simplicity of Christ’s ministry, its obeisance to
the wealthy, its ruthless denominationalism, its iden¬
tification with nationalism and imperialism, the failure
of its members to practice the love which they preach
in their homes and in their business and in general
the absence of total commitment —to mention just
afew shortcomings. And we would not deny their
presence! Such criticisms are often, however, excuses
rather than any real concern for their elimination.
Ironically enough, it is amazing how often the critics
fail to recognize that their criticism obligates them
in turn to apractice of those virtues and commitments
which they point out as lacking in the church. For

by in ference, they acknowledge them
a s b i n d i n g . N o r d o t h e y r e c a l l t h a t
these same criticisms are constantly be¬
ing voiced within the church itself. The
Holy Spirit continues to convict of sin,
righteousness and judgment, and that
most effectively in the lives of those
w h o a r e t h e L o r d ’ s . I t w a s P a u l w h o
said, “I am the foremost of sinners.” It
w a s a S a v o n a r o l a a n d a L u t h e r w h o d e ¬

nounced corruption in the church, it was
aGrundtvig who cried out, “Why has
the Word of the Lord disappeared from
His house?” and Kirkegaard who, with

his rapier-like words, cut through the romanticism
and cheap sentimentality of his day; it was aSpener
and aFrancke who were God’s instruments in thawing
out the iceberg of orthodoxy. We could mention many
more instances of how the Spirit has been at work in
the Church. What Iam pointing out is this: it is pre¬
cisely because of this constant rebirth, stemming from
the leaven of the gospel, that leads us to say “I believe
in the Church.” For who would wish to say that the
Spirit has now ceased this function in our midst.

In closing may Ithen point out that we cannot, in
the AELC —or anywhere in Christ’s Church, say that
we believe in the Church without committing our¬
selves to it. We are stewards and our Lord has given
us aclear understanding of the attitude which should
prevail on the part of good stewards: “So you also,
when you have done all that is commanded of you,
say ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done
what was our duty’.” And there IS work to be done
by all of us in the Lord’s vineyard. Let none of us
say, “yes. Lord, Iwill go!” and then remain idle on
the market place. If we have said no, either by word
or inaction, let us remember that it still is not too late
to “go anyway.” Nor do we need to ask, “Where do
you want me. Lord?” for we are all members of a
congregation. We all have homes. We all have our
l i f e ’ s w o r k . W h i l e I a m n o t u n m i n d f u l o f h o w i m ¬
portant our Synod is as aSynod, Iwould point out
that it is in our own personal lives, in our homes, in

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 6 )
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K i n d w o r d s d o n o t c o s t m u c h .

They never b l is ter the tongue
or lips. Though they do not
cost much, they accomplish
much. They m^e other peo¬
ple good-natured. They also
p r o d u c e t h e i r o w n i m a g e i n
other men’s souls, and abeau¬
tiful image it is.

P a s c a l .
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Portrait of aPresident
by: Pastor Enok Mortensen

The new president of the American Evangelical tive Secretary of the Department of Christian Life and
Lutheran Church is Pastor A. Ejnar Farstrup, but to Work of the National Council of Churches, was pro-
many of us he will always be “Farsty.” The nick- fessor of history. Farstrup remembers both as out-
name is not an indication of disrespect but ameasure standing teachers. Rodholm sensed the integrity of the
of genuine fondness for aman who will always be young searcher and wisely let him find his own way.
primarily ahuman being, no matter what high office “All that Christ demands is that we put him to atest,
he may hold. a n d t h e n w e s h a l l c o m e t o k n o w h i m a s t h e w a y , t h e

Born on afarm near Exira, Iowa, May 19, 1909, truth, and the life,” he was wont to say. And thus
he is the first American-born president of our synod; after ayear in the Seminary Farstrup began to realize
but few people have deeper roots in, and more per- that his life’s work was to be in the ministry. Other
sonal knowledge and love of, the re¬
ligious and cultural heritage of our
past. His parents, Hans and Mathilda
Farstrup, both born in Denmark,
gave their eight chi ldren agood
C h r i s t i a n h o m e .

Having attended high school at
Exira for three years, Farstrup took
his last year of high school at Grand
View College which then provided
academy training. Class mates—and
t e a m m a t e s o n t h e b a s k e t b a l l t e a m
where “Farsty” played astrong guard
—were Otto G. Hoiberg, now profes¬
sor of sociology at Nebraska State
U n i V e r s i t y , E r l i n g C . J e n s e n
(“Dane”), now president of Muhlen¬
berg College, and Holger O. Nielsen,
vice president of our synod.

We who already made our dwell¬
ing place in the lofty halls of the¬
ology —and our abode on “Three-
and-a-half” in the men’s dormitory—
scarcely deigned to consort with lower class men; but to America,
who could fail to notice “Farsty”? He was so hand-

teache rs who he lped h im were J .
Hamilton Dawson who taught Old
Te s t a m e n t a n d J o h a n n e s K n u d s e n
who had acourse in Church History.

Farstrup graduated from the Sem¬
inary in 1931. He was only 22 years
old and not as yet ready for the par¬
ish min is t ry. He spent the summer
w o r k i n g o n a f a r m . T h e n , g i v e n a
financial grant by “The Commission on
Danish-American Missions,” he made
apilgrimage to the land of his an¬
cestors. Spending awinter at Askov
Folk School where so many of our
pioneer pastors received their educa¬
t i o n . H e m a d e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e f o l k
school which has played such an im¬
portant role in the spiritual and cul¬
t u r a l l i f e o f D e n m a r k a s w e l l a s o u r

Synod. One of the s tudents in ter¬
e s t e d h i m e v e n m o r e t h a n t h e t e a c h ¬

ers. I t was Ragnhi ld Madsen whom
he was to marry before he returned

E n o k M o r t e n s e n i s P a s t o r o f
D a n e b o d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a t

Ty ler, Minnesota .

During the summer he hiked through lovely Den-
some, so quiet, so serious-minded. Those were stormy mark and also visited Germany and the shrines of
days in our synod and at the College. The young farm Lutherdom: Mansfeld, Wittenberg, Wartburg, etc. His
boy was perhaps more bewildered than the rest of us, second winter abroad was spent at Liselund, the unique,
but he did sense in Pastor C. P. Hpjbjerg who was non-academic center where so many church workers
serving his last term as president of Grand View Col- have received their training and inspiration. The young
lege, astrong personality with azeal for truth and impressionable American was deeply influenced by the

founder o f L i se lund , Pas to r N ie ls Dae l , by Pas to r
Farstrup remained at Grand View for two years of Morten Larsen —another spiritual giant in the Grundt-

Junior College work. In the summer of 1928, he and vigian movement, and by the Norwegian Bishop Ejvind
Holger Nielsen taught “vacation school” in the con- Berggrav, who spent amonth at the school,
gregation at Dagmar, Montana, and stayed on to work
in the harvest fields. “My first experience or aware¬
ness of congregational fel lowship came in Dagmar,”
Farst rup wr i tes.

justice.

In the spring of 1933 he accepted acall to serve
the congregations at Marinette, Wisconsin and Menom¬
inee, Michigan, and he was ordained at our synodical

also the meaning and importance convention at West Denmark in June, 1933. Because
of acommunity life centered about the church.” Ar- of the immigration restrictions his wife was unable to
thur Frost was the pastor and was very helpful to aaccompany him when he left Denmark in May. She
young college man trying to teach others (through followed him in September. Iwas apastor in Chicago
which he himself learned agreat deal about Danish then, and Farstrup had made arrangements to meet
history, literature, the Bible, etc.)” h e r a t o u r h o u s e . I t w a s a h a p p y r e u n i o n b u t I r e ¬

in the fall of 1928 he entered Grand View Seminary, member feeling somewhat sorry for the young woman
not with the intentions of becoming apastor, but “in who had left her home and relatives in order to follow
order to clarify for myself problems with which Iwas her husband to astrange land. Fru Ragnhild, however,
wrestling.” Pastor S. D. Rodholm was now president quickly and wholeheartedly became acclimated. Her
of the College and Dean of the Seminary. C. Arild parents had been members of a‘free church.” She
Olsen, later President of the College, and now Execu- had spent ayear in England prior to her stay at Askov,
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and she accepted her new responsibilities in the spirit
of Ruth, “Thy people shall be my people ”

In 1939, Farstrup became pastor of Emmanuel Lu¬
theran Church at Los Angeles, California. He also
preached in North Hollywood, in Long Beach, and in
San Diego, where we would undoubtedly have con¬
gregations now except for an acute shortage of pastors.
Farstrup was active in many Danish circles, including
Danish War Relief. He was also for several years
District President in California. He found time, never¬
theless, to enroll as aspecial student at the University
o f S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a i n t h e fi e l d o f O l d Te s t a m e n t
and Religious Education. This in turn led to his being
asked to join the faculty of Grand View College
where, in 1947, he became chaplain and director of a
course for parish workers.

Before moving to Des Moines, however, the Far-
strups, including their two children, Ruth and Alan,
took atrip to Denmark. Farstrup was asked by the
Association of Danish Young People’s Societies to visit
them, and he gave 35 talks to these and other groups
all over Denmark. In July of the same year he repre¬
sented our Synod at Lund in Sweden where the Lu¬
theran World Federation held its constituting assem¬
bly. “It was one of the great experiences of my life
to meet with other Lutherans, some of whom we had
been at war with, and to find that we could all kneel
together at the Lord’s Table in Lund’s ancient cathe¬
d r a l . ”
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Fars t rup fi l led agreat need in coming to Grand
View College. He not only taught Old Testament and
courses in Religious Education but he was unexcelled
in counselling the students. Nevertheless, he- missed
the parish ministry and in 1952 he accepted acall to
serve our congregation at Solvang, California. His
background and training helped him to become agood
leader in acommunity with strong Danish traditions
but where the influx of many new people is being
felt increasingly.

In 1957 he was elected vice president of the Synod
and last year, at Waterloo, Iowa, he was the over¬
whe lming cho ice to succeed Dr. A l f red Jensen as
president of the AELC.

I t i s fa r too ear ly to make afina l eva luat ion o f
Farstrup’s contribution among us. This is no obituary,
m e r e l y a n i n f o r m a l i n t r o d u c t i o n . A s a f r i e n d a n d
colleague through many years Ihave valued Farstrup
not so much for his oratorical gifts as for his broad
humanity, his deep sincerity, and his sensitive con¬
cern. His home background as well as the learning
years at Grand View College and the sojourn in Den¬
mark have equipped him with an understanding and
appreciation of our particular concept of Christianity:
that man is not only afallen but also aforgiven and
redeemed creature. Hence, man’s earthly life is pur¬
poseful and God-willed. It is more than apreparation
for alife to come; it has avalue in itself since all life
i s r e l a t e d t o G o d a n d i s s u e s f r o m H i m .

The new president writes me as follows: “When I
started my ministry it was in the hope that Imight
serve the Lord among my own people. In those days
t h a t m e a n t t h e D a n i s h - A m e r i c a n s . I h a v e s i n c e c o m e
to realize that ‘my people’ involves many more than

i

Order Today!

s

#

these. Merger to me is one expression of this widen¬
ing of our horizons. Our field is the USA —and for
that matter the world, but the USA is where we must
find ourselves as aChristian community and bear wit¬
ness to our Lord. National backgrounds we can and
must be grateful for, but they must not circumscribe
us so that we become provincial. ‘The Good News’ —is
for all the people.”

Some wag has pinned the witty but unfortunate
label, “happy Danes” and “holy Danes” on the two
Lutheran synods of Danish origin —unfortunate, be¬
cause of the inference that you cannot be both happy
and holy. Ibelieve that you can. Bishop Stephen
Neill in arecent book enumerates the expressions of
holiness as “the simple virtues of courtesy, asense of
humor, gentleness, honor and goodwill.”

Few leaders among us are better qualified to ex¬
emplify and to exhibit those virtues than Pastor A.
Ejnar Farstrup, our new Synodical President.
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Winter Camp aSuccess
The Iowa District Youth Winter Camp was again a

big success! Although the attendance of campers
not as large (a total of 39) as in previous years, the
enthusiasm was just as strong.

Much of this success was due to the fine leader¬
ship of Pastor Carlo Petersen, the camp director from
Ringsted, Iowa, Pastor Ronald Jespersen from Cedar
Fal ls , and Pastor Char les Terre l l f rom Newel l . The
campers also appreciated the interest of lay-members
from Newell, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Haahr and Mr. and
Mrs. Herluf Pedersen, as they contributed much time
and effort for the benefit of the youth.

An excellent program was planned, consisting of
recreation, discussion, singing and devotions. The
lack of snow did not hamper or restrain the outdoor
activities, as hiking took the place of the usual snow
sports. The general theme of the group discussion
was “Freedom” —our interpretation and how we apply
it in our daily lives.

We appreciate the. excellent facilities provided for
us at the 4-H camp at Madrid, Iowa. As awhole, we
campers exper ienced aweekend fi l led wi th fun and
fellowship in the presence of God, and hope that all
are eagerly looking forward to the camp next winter.

Sonja Sears and Diane Jespersen.
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A E L Y F D o i n ’ s
Editor’s note: Due to the special youth issue last

time, it was necessary to hold over many of the events
from December until this issue. We appreciate your
sending the news k e e p i t u p !

Fredsville, Iowa: We h a v e h a d a c o n s i d e r a b l e
amount of activity here the past two months. Four
members of our group attended the National Conven¬
t i o n a t W i t h e e . O u r F r i e n d s o f Yo u t h v o l u n t e e r e d t o
take charge of our November 13 meeting. The main
activity was Folk Dancing, led by Dale and Betty John¬
son. On November 27, we were hosts to the Methodist
Youth Fellowship of Dike. We went to see the movie,
“Ben Hur.” Achili supper and devotions completed
the day’s activities with some thirty youth present.
On December 18, we decorated the Sunday School’s
th i r teen- foot t ree in the af ternoon, and so ld YULE
magazines in the evening. On December 23, we were
guests of the LYF at Bethlehem Church in Cedar Falls.
The next evening, our group went carol ing in Dike,
Cedar Falls, and the surrounding rural areas.

B ray ton , I owa : We have f o rmed aJun io r You th
Fellowship here and had our organizational meeting in
December. Officers are: Steven Sibert, president; Clin¬
ton Schutt, vice president; Virginia Larsen, secretary;
John Christensen, treasurer. We made plans for the
future and decided to take care of candle l ight ing
at worship services. Nine were present. Our Senior
Youth Fellowship met the same evening with devo¬
tions by Ken Andersen. We made plans to provide
treats for the Sunday School Christmas program and
hope to purchase copies of “A World of Song” soon.

Hampton, Iowa; Three of our members attended the
c o n v e n t i o n a t W i t h e e
wonderful experience. We have decided to try new
ideas and projects. Planning our programs and ac¬
tivit ies with amore detailed schedule has really
helped, and everything is running more smoothly.
We recently completed aproject in which we made
small favors for achildren’s ward in anearby hos¬
pital. We also welcome two new advisors for 1961-62:
Mr. and Mrs. Car l Sai ler. We are very gratefu l for
the wonderful help of the two retiring advisors, Mr.
R a n d a l N e l s o n a n d M r . M a r v i n S e e h u s e n a n d t h e i r
w i v e s .

Cedar Rapids, was to be brought in as aresource per¬
son, along with the fine pastors of the district. The
usual recreation and singing was also planned, along
with discussions on stewardship and program plan¬
ning and problems. Devotions and worship service
w e r e a l s o o n t h e s c h e d u l e .

Greenville, Michigan: Many of our young people
registered for the Snow Camp at Yankee Springs on
January 6-8. One January 15, we hosted aLutheran
youth group from Grand Rapids when police chief
Jerry Sage spoke on “Juvenile Delinquency and the
Church.” We planned our Youth Sunday for January
29 and we’re to go tobogganing at Bertha Park.

Detroit, Michigan: Our project for the year will be
to assist the church in meeting its share of the sup¬
port of the new camp site purchased by the churches
in Michigan who will be part of the new Lutheran
Church in America. It is near Grayling with 280
acres, wooded, with two lakes.

Withee, Wisconsin; The holiday season found our
group very busy here and in the north country. We
began by ordering 75 copies of YULE and painting
by hand anativity scene on the church windows. We
also spent one evening caroling to shut-in mem.bers of
our congregation and decorated ahuge tree in our
hail. We are very grateful for the assistance of our
pastor and Friends of Youth in our attempt to make
Christmas more enjoyable for everyone in our com¬
m u n i t y.

Newington, Connecticut: Our LYF called the Social
Service here and obtained the name of aneedy family
for whom we provided aChristmas dinner. Apro¬
gressive supper and splash party were also on our
agenda for January.

Bridgeport, Connecticut: Adiscussion of vocations
and asliding party were included in our January plans.
Youth Sunday is set for February 5.

we really considered it a

Lake Michigan Distr ict : Our annual winter retreat
was planned for January 6-8 at Yankee Springs Recre¬
ation Area near Grand Rapids, Michigan. The theme
this year was concerned with the meaning and di¬
rection of our lives. Questions asked were, “Who
are you?” “What are you for?” “What are you doing?”
and “Where are you going?” As an added attraction,
Rev. Robert Lignell of Faith Lutheran Church in
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Jane: I ’m sure Icould make use of those. What
a r e t h e a r t i c l e s a b o u t ?

Mary: About people and churches who are doing
unusual things here at home and in new and old na¬
tions in which our Church is working. For example,
LUTHERAN WOMEN takes us to real “hot spots” like
Africa and shows us what we can and are doing through

Jane: Hi! Mary! Well, Ifinally managed to make the Church in these areas. Here at home problems in
connections. What on earth makes you and your which women can do something are discussed. Re¬

cently there was an article by aHollywood producer
Mary: You must have forgotten. I’m the new sub- about the overemphasis of sex and violence in radio

scription secretary for LUTHERAN WOMEN and  and TV today with specific suggestions of things we
w o m e n c a n d o a b o u t i t .

Jane (Excitedly): That’s it! That’s just what Ineed
for my talk at our next PTA meeting. As amatter
of fact, that’s what Iwas calling you about. May I
borrow your copy of LUTHERAN WOMEN?

Mary: Surely, Jane. But you’ve heard only half of
i t . LUTHERAN WOMEN ca r r i es r ev i ews o f books ,
films and radio and TV programs —that’s right down
your alley. You can always rely on the recommenda¬
tions given there. On the Widen Your World page
you’ll learn of news of world-wide interest in the
C h u r c h .

Merger is of great interest to most of us.
One way of becoming better acquainted with
one another is through our magazine. Could
the following conversation take place in your
loca le?

Telephone Topics

telephone so busy?

Jane (Interrupting): So what’s LUTHERAN WOM¬
EN, and what does that have to do with your incessant
telephoning?

Mary: Since you ask, Jane. I’ll tell you all about
it now, and then check you off my list. You were next
anyway. I’m contacting every woman in our church.
LUTHERAN WOMEN is the interim magazine of the
women’s organization of our four merging churches.
It serves the women of AELC, Augustana, Suomi and
ULCA, keeping us informed about our Church’s activi¬
t i es a round the wo r l d and how we as chu rch members
and achurch women’s organization are involved. Late¬
ly, too, there have been articles about the merger of
our churches and how it will affect our women’s work.

Jane: Any helps for leaders?
Mary: Yes, most certainly. Every month leader-

Jane: Wonder why Ihaven’t heard about it before, ship helps and success stories for the officers, func-
It sounds as though LW should be really interesting, tional committees, children’s leaders, and others, are

wr i t ten up.About how many subscribers are there?
Mary: At present the circulation is around 91,000.

But we’re trying to double it. After all, we have a$1.25. Please enter my subscription right away,
potential of 270,000 in the four organizations. And
thaVs what the phoning is all about. The Education to other non-subscribers.
Committee is helping me call all our present sub¬
scribers to remind them that renewal time is here, and
in addition we are contacting the other women of the
church to invi te them to subscribe. You, too, Jane.
May Ienter asubscription for you for 1961?

Jane: Imight consider it. How much —for how
m u c h ?

Jane : We l l , tha t ’s enough , and much more , fo r

Mary: Ihope I’m as successful in presenting LW

Jane: Well, as Isee it, Mary, LUTHERAN WOM¬
EN deserves adoubled circulat ion, and what’s more,
our women need it to keep up-to-date on the big issues
and tasks before Christian women today.

Check L i s t o f P romo t i ona l I deas
F O R L W S U B S C R I P T I O N S E C R E T A R I E S

1. Do you notify subscribers of the expiration of
their subscript ion to LUTHERAN WOMEN at least a
month in advance?

2. Have you tried giving the members afive-minute
quiz based on facts and news found in the last issue
or two?

3. Do you call attention to these special features
of the magazine: the monthly feature story, article, or
pictures on the monthly Program Topic? the Prayer

Jane: You were going to tell me about the features. Concerns page? Merger Matters column? Let’s Talk
Mary: So Iwas. You’ll find an inspiring meditation Shop column?

each month, and on the opposite page, acalendar of
daily prayer concerns.

Mary: $1.25 for one year, 11 issues. Each issue has
40 pages and it’s just brimful of articles, pictures and
f e a t u r e s .

Jane: Features? Excuse my ignorance. You see,
Mary, Ineglected to subscribe last year. It was last
year that the magazine was launched, wasn’t it?

Mary: Yes, just ayear ago. The March 1961 issue
marks the first anniversary of LUTHERAN WOMEN.
We’re really proud of it and want all our women to
s u b s c r i b e a n d r e a d i t .

4. Do you occasionally prepare and give ashort,
snappy “spot” announcement about LW when you

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 4 )
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lunch counter and the bus. It occurs to us that there
is another, and adeeper sense, in which it is horizontal
integration that gives the trouble. There cannot be
a n a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e f a c t t h a t a l l m e n a r e b r o t h e r s
(horizontal integration) if there is not first arecogni¬
tion that all men are children of God (vertical inte¬
gration). It is indeed only when man stands in the
right relationship to God, as achild of God, that he
can truly recognize another, regardless of who he may
be, as an equal, as abrother before God. Race rela-<
tions Sunday is aimed at creating abetter understand¬
ing among the races and to this aim we give hearty
approval. Mutual understanding is good and it is
necessary. But above and beyond this there must be
self-understanding. There must be an understanding
of the self as achild of God; as one who has avertical
relationship to God and then and therefore ahorizontal
relationship to others who are similarly related to
God. In aword, only adeep awareness of the Father¬
hood of God will ever solve the problem involved in
t h e b r o t h e r h o o d o f m a n .

OP IN ION

A N D

C O M M E N T

P O R T R A I T O F A P R E S I D E N T i s t h e t i t l e w h i c h
Pastor Enok Mortensen has given to his sketch of
President Farstrup which appears in this issue. We
bring it in connection with the installation of Pastor
Farstrup as president of the AELC. We bring it also
as the fi rs t i n ase r ies o f such ske tches o f the leaders
of the church bodies which are merging to form the
new Lutheran Church in America. In coming issues
we hope, through these, to give amore intimate glimpse
of who’s who in the merger.

— 0 — 0

ACCORDING TO REPORTS submitted to the Na¬
tional Lutheran Council our church has once again
oversubscribed the Lutheran World Action goal. This
year we are credited with having reached 120.2 per
cent of our goal. This is not the first time the AELC
has topped the list. However, lest we take too much
pride in this fact and, above al l , lest we relax our
giving to this important work, it should be pointed
out that we stand at the top only because of avery
few large individual gifts. The fact of the matter
is that many of our congregations did not meet their
goal at all. If then heading the list should give any
occasion for self-congratulation let it be tempered by
the knowedge that though we did do very well collec¬
tively, individually we may have done very poorly.

— 0 — 0 — 0 —

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 is Race Relations Sun¬
day. It is, of course, no accident that it is also Lin¬
coln’s birthday. In the almost 100 years since the
Emancipation Proclamation set the slaves free we
have come along way. But alook at almost any daily
newspaper makes it clear that we have along way
to go in this matter of race relations. We think par¬
ticularly of the problems in our own land but we are
not unmindful that the same basic problem is causing
trouble in other parts of the world, notably South
Africa. We realize that the whole problem of race
relations is very complex. However, though it is com¬
plex, we do not subscr ibe to the not ion that i t is
insoluble. Harry Golden in his “Only in America’’
suggests that it is only when integration becomes
horizontal that it gives trouble. He points out that
when people stand there is no problem. It is when
they begin to sit in the school, in the church, at the
lunch counter and in the bus that the trouble begins.
He then goes on, facetiously, to offer as asolution the
removal of seats from the schools, the church, the

— 0 — 0 — 0 —

WE HAVE JUST finished reading Allen Drury’s
best-selling novel “Advise and Consent,
mate picture of Washington politics is one that should
hold the attention not only of the politically minded
but of all who are interested in the complex problem
of pubhc ethics and morals. The tangled relation¬
ship between politics, ethics and morals is clearly
reflected in the tragedy that issues from the pursuit
by the chief characters of what each truly bel ieves
to be “the best interests of the country,
points up for us, what we so often fail to realize, that
in the pursuit of what clearly seems to us the best
someone else may be hurt. It is so easy for us to
imagine that what seems best for us is best for all.
This is not so in government, in politics or in individual
life. And yet, what else can we do but go on doing
what we sincerely believe to be best? We must go
on this way secure in the knowledge that, though we
may be quite wrong and even that someone may be
hurt by our action, God will forgive us. In aword,
though we do not pretend that it is the central point
of the novel, we became aware again in reading i t
of how great is man’s need for the forgiveness of God.

T h i s i n t i -

● 0 —

T h e n o v e l

“ W h o S h o t H i m ? ”

To t h e E d i t o r :

Iam not against television. I’m not trying to stop
the wheels of progress (as if Icould). There are many
good programs on TV. But most of the things Ihave
watched have left me with the feeling that Ihave
spen t my t ime unp rofi tab l y. I t h i nk TV cou ld be a
tremendous influence for good, and doubtless is, many
t i m e s .

Our grandson, age four, when told that aman in
the neighborhood had died, promptly inquired, “Who
s h o t h i m ? ”

Mrs. Henry Dahl.

From: The Lutheran Companion.
Fontana, California.
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National Lutheran Council Meets at Detroit
gelical Lutheran Church, smallest of the bodies, led
the contributors with $22,566 or 120.2 per cent. Its
goal was $18,775.

A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s : T h e n e e d f o r a “ f r e s h s t r a ¬
tegy and response” in the areas of church extension
was placed before the Council by Dr. Robert W. Long
of Chicago in his first report as executive secretary
of its division of American Missions. As mission im¬
peratives, Dr. Long cited “the mandate of our Lord
to be His witnesses in the homeland first and then to
the uttermost parts of the earth,” and “a new urgency
which has been pressed upon the church by turbulent
events at home and abroad.” He said the task which
looms before the Christian forces at the beginning of
the Sixties is “monumental” as some 350,000 persons
annually are added to the unchurched millions of the
United States. But, he said, the task is also “fraught
with opportunities and glowing potentialities.”

The National Lutheran Council, which is holding
its 43rd annual meeting in Detroit, Michigan, January
31 through February 3, 1961, serves as the cooperative
agency of the Lutheran Churches in America in matters
of common interest and responsibility.

Six church bodies with acombined membership
of 5,483,000, or about two-thirds of the 8,000,000 Lu¬
therans in the United States, participate in the Coun¬
cil’s extensive program of activities at home and
a b r o a d .

Throughout its history, the NLC has been closely
identified with union and unity developments in Amer¬
i c a n L u t h e r a n i s m ,
has fluctuated as aresult of three mergers, the most
recent of which has decreased its roster from eight
to six participating bodies.

Seated at this year’s meeting for the first time
will be representatives of The American Lutheran
Church of 2,258,000 members, which began operations
on January 1, as the successor to the former Evangel¬
ical, American and United Evangelical Lutheran
C h u r c h e s .

Also represented will be four bodies which expect
to merge in June of 1962 into the Lutheran Church in
America. They are the United Lutheran Church in
America (2,471,000 members), Augustana Lutheran
Church (605,000 members), Suomi Synod (36,000 mem¬
bers) and the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
(24,000 members).

The other participant in the Council is the Lu¬
theran Free Church (84,000 members).

The following capsule comments have been ex¬
tracted from the reports to the NLC meeting:

New Film: “Question 7,” anew Lutheran-produced
motion picture dealing with the struggles of Christians

atheistic police state, will be premiered in seven
cities early in March. Robert E. A. Lee, executive
secretary of Lutheran Film Associates, said final ar¬
rangements for the public theatre release of the fea¬
ture-length motion picture are now being completed.

Lutheran World Relief: Food, clothing, medicines
and miscellaneous articles valued at nearly 13 million
dollars were shipped to 18 countries in 1960 through
the auspicies of Lutheran World Relief. The year’s
shipments represented avalue-increase of more than
$4OO,OO0 above the 1959 figure, and brought to $102,674,-
280 the value of relief goods shipped to areas of need
by LWR in its 15-year history.

Lutheran World Action: The Council’s annual ap¬
peal to support aglobal program of emergency actwi-
ties topped its goal by raising $3,999,580 in I960. Re¬
sults of the campaign, known as Lutheran World Ac-
tion, were announced by J;he Rev. Rollin G. Shaiier,
assistant director of the appeal. The receipts, he
ported, represent 100.5 per cent of the regular goal.
Since the first LWA appeal was made in 1939, Amer¬
ican Lutherans have now contributed $61,295,188 to
the program of spiritual and physical aid carried
by the NLC to meet the needs arising from World
War II. On apercentage basis, the American Evan-

Over the years, its membership

Television: Plans were announced to continue pro¬
duction of “Light Time,” the Council’s new television
show for children, beyond the present 39-week series.
The quarter-hour program, offered free to stations was
launched last September. According to Miss Betty
Barth, the NLC’s Radio-TV secretary, it is “already
the most broadly distributed children’s religious pro¬
gram in television.”

Student Work: Churches are being challenged on
the nation’s college and university campuses by the
“widespread asumption” among students that more

to life’s problems are forthcoming from
“novelists, playwrights and off-beat philosophers” than
from the church or its spokesmen. The Council heard
awarning that changes in student attitudes starting
after World War II and now stimulated by the enroll¬
ment boom necessitate constant adjustments in the
Christian mission on campuses. Dr. A. Henry Hetland
of Chicago, executive secretary of the Council’s Di¬
vision of College and University Work, said “Campus
workers have to struggle to break through astereo¬
typed picture of religion as aleisure time activity
which is primarily concerned with fellowship, chiefly
attractive to students who are going into the ministry
or other full time church work but having little to do
with the students’ real concern and even less with the
educational activity in which they are engaged. There
should be no mistaking the fact that the national ‘re¬
ligious wave’ is receding from the academic world,
turned back in part by sheer academic pressures, and
in part by disillusionment.”

Social Welfare: Lutheran health and welfare agen¬
cies are spending more than $92 million annually to
extend a“compassionate ministry of mercy” to people
in trouble in an area of widespread social tensions
and problems. Programs of 473 Lutheran social wel¬
fare groups were described by Dr. Henry Whiting,
executive secretary of the Council’s Division of Wel¬
fare. Public inquiry and discussion of social issues
increased in 1960, he reported, with more and more
people becoming aware of rising rates of crime and
delinquency, family discord, widespread immorality,

(Continued on Page 14)
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Church News From Around the World
clothing, exceeding results of its previous year’s ef¬
forts by 43,180 pomids. The state-wide appeal was
again led by Dr. Charles A. Puls, pastor of Luther
Memorial church in Madison, assisted by chairmen in
1 2 a r e a s o f t h e s t a t e . M i l w a u k e e a l o n e c o n t r i b u t e d
112,800 pounds with the Rev. Amos Streich, pastor of
Pentecost Lutheran church, as chairman.

The largest amount gathered in any one locality
was in Greater Chicago, where contributions totaled
193,226 pounds. Mr. Clifford E. Dahlin, executive di¬
rector of the Lutheran Council of Greater Chicago, was
in charge of the appeal.

L U T H E R A N E D U C A T I O N B O A R D

P L A N S W R I T E R S ’ C O N F E R E N C E

T h e B o a r d o f P a r i s h
E d u c a t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a
announced today it will conduct afour-day conference
for writers who have been assigned to prepare ma¬
ter ia ls in acommon cur r icu lum of par ish educat ion
f o r f o u r L u t h e r a n c h u r c h b o d i e s .

The Rev. Dr. S. White Rhyne, Philadelphia, execu¬
tive secretary of the parish board, said the conference
will be held January 24-27 at the Princeton Inn, Prince¬
ton, New Jersey.

The Rev. Dona ld R. P ichaske, amember o f the
board’s editor ial divis ion, wi l l be dean of the con¬
f e r e n c e .

H e e s t i m a t e d t h a t 5 0 w r i t e r s w i l l a t t e n d t h e s e s ¬
sions which have been cal led primari ly to brief the
writers on the theological and education aspects of the
long-range program for the four church groups.

The writers who will attend the conference. Pastor
Pichaske explained, are those who have been assigned
to prepare materials for the Sunday church school,
vacation church school, leadership education and camps
a n d s u m m e r s c h o o l s .

Ultimately, the new materials will be used by con¬
gregations of the United Augustana, American Evan¬
gel ical and Finnish Evangel ical (Suomi Synod) Lu¬
t h e r a n c h u r c h e s .

The long-range program which is sponsored by the
boards of parish education of the four respective church
bodies, is in the fifth year of operation.

The first phase of the program will be tested later
this year. Dr. Rhyne said.

Philadelphia, January 16

V I E N N A “ C O N C E R T ” G I V E N

I N C U S T O M S S H E D

Vienna—(LWF)—Strains from Europe’s great com¬
posers filled the customs shed here as atalented 27-
year -o ld Hungar ian re fugee g i r l t r i ed ou t five g i f t
pianos from Denmark to choose one for her own.

“Her little concert was highly appreciated not
only by the musical Austrian customs officers but also
by myself,” reported the Lutheran World Federation
resettlement supervisors for the occasion.

The piano was obtained by the Danish United Na¬
tions Association, which last year collected in Denmark
anumber of musical instruments for refugees in Aus¬
tr ia and Germany.

For Bianca Zambelly, agifted student at this city’s
Mus ica l Academy and Opera Schoo l , i t meant she
would at last have apiano on which to practice in
the little Vienna flat where she lives with her aged,
w i d o w e d m o t h e r .

“The girl was so happy and grateful that Iwished
that everybody who had contributed to this project
could have seen her,” Resettlement Supervisor Yvonne
von Stedingk said.

L W R ’ S C L O T H I N G A P P E A L
T O P S 3 M I L L I O N P O U N D S

New York —(NLC) —Lutheran World Relief re¬
ceived 3,150,631 pounds of clothing from its annual
Thanksgiving Appeal in 1960.

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e d r i v e f e l l s h o r t o f 1 9 5 9 ’ s

record result by only 55,971 pounds or one and seven-
tenths per cent, it was reported here by the Rev. Ove
R, Nielsen, assistant executive secretary of LWR, the
material aid agency serving the National Lutheran
C o u n c i l a n d t h e B o a r d o f W o r l d R e l i e f o f t h e L u ¬
theran Church-Missour i Synod.

The in-gathering of clothing was conducted in local
congregations during the week, November 20-27, by
both LWR and the Missouri Synod. Congregations
of the Wiscons in Evange l i ca l Lu theran Synod a lso
participated in the appeal, at the urging of the Synod’s
G e n e r a l R e l i e f C o m m i t t e e .

Coordination was sought on the local level so that,
when carloads were involved, relief leaders from the
two constituencies loaded clothing into the same box
cars for shipment to LWR warehouses. Of the total
contributions, 2,402,266 pounds came through inter-
synodical efforts.

The state of Wisconsin provided 557,520 pounds of

R E P A Y M E N T O F R E F U G E E L O A N S
M A K E S C O N T R I B U T I O N P O S S I B L E

New York—(NLC)—Many of the same dollars once
loaned by the Lutheran Immigration Service to pay
refugee fares to the United States are now being
channeled back overseas—to help still more refugees
learn how to earn aliving.

“Refugees resettled in the United States by the
Lutheran Immigration Service and its predecessor or¬
ganizations have repaid their travel loans so well,
according to Vernon E. Bergstrom, LIS director, “That
part of the reserve fund against loan losses can now
be diverted to help refugees in other areas.

He announced the contr ibution of $40,000 to the
Department of World Service of the Lutheran World
Federation for use in special World Refugee Year
projects.

The Rev. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, LWS/WS secretary
for resettlement and material relief, said at federations
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, that the sum
will be divided evenly between vocational training
center projects in Hong Kong and Jordan.

J J



Page 14 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S February 5, 1961
14. Has your local organization reached

the goal “Every member asubscriber”?
I f s o , L W w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w

a b o u t i t . S e n d u s 1 0 0 - 2 0 0 w o r d s a b o u t

y o u r a c c o m p l i s h m e n t a n d a p i c t u r e o f
yourself.

c a t e g o r y i n 1 9 5 9 . C o n c e n t r a t i o n i s n o w
o n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f r e s i d e n t i a l f a c i l i ¬

t ies for the seni le and chronical ly i l l and
prov is ion for nurs ing care and serv ice to
the aging in their own homes.

Exchange Students: Atotal of 165 foreign
a n d A m e r i c a n s t u d e n t s a n d c h u r c h w o r k ¬

ers participated last year in the Interna¬
t ional Exchange Program of the Counci l ’s
D i v i s i o n o f L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n
A f f a i r s .

O U R C H U R C H

R i n g s t e d , I o w a : A t a r e c e n t c o n g r e g a ¬
tional meeting here it was voted to build
anew ranch style 3-bedroom parsonage.
A f o u r t h b e d r o o m i s t o b e m a d e i n t h e
b a s e m e n t . T h e b a s e m e n t i s t o b e s o
arranged that it can be used for anursery
class i f necessary. I t was voted to pay a
small salary to the person holding the
office of t reasurer o f the congregat ion in
recognition of the work and responsibility
w h i c h t h a t o f fi c e e n t a i l s . P a s t o r C a r l o
Petersen preaches his last sermon at
Ringsted on February 12, after which he
leaves for his new work in Solvang, Cali¬
f o r n i a .

Des Mo ines , I owa : Mrs . Ma r i e S t rand -
skov, aresident of the “Valborgsminde
Home, observed her 90th birthday on Sun¬
day, January 15. Her ten children, who
l i v e i n a n a r e a f r o m N e w Y o r k t o C a l i ¬
fornia, came to be with her on this festive
o c c a s i o n . A t o t a l o f 6 2 o f t h e S t r a n d s k o v
fami ly were present . The fes t iv i t ies cen¬
tered in afamily dinner served in the
Luther Memorial Church dining room.
Open House was observed throughout the
afternoon and many came to extend their
bes t w ishes . Mrs . S t randskov has had a
long and active life. She is the widow of
one of the well-known pioneer pastors,
N . C . S t r a n d s k o v. S h e h a s a l w a y s h a d ,
and cont inues to enjoy, good heal th. She
raised afamily of eleven children, and it
is undoubtedly arecord in our church that
the ten chi ldren who were present for her
b i r thday have a l l been students at Grand
View College. Mrs. Strandskov is the
grandmother of thirty-six and the great¬
grandmother of forty-nine.

Brush, Colorado: Pastor and Mrs. Holger
Strandskov, who returned in November
f r o m a n e x t e n d e d t o u r o f D e n m a r k a n d
other countries, have lived in Des Moines
through the winter. They have now moved
to Brush, Colorado, where Pastor Strand¬
s k o v w i l l s e r v e t h e B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n
congregation for aperiod of four months,
ending June 1. The congregation is cur¬
rently trying to secure afull-time pastor.

Cordova, Nebraska: Tr in i ty congregat ion
here recently increased the car allowance
for Pastor Folmer Farstrup by $360 per
y e a r .

Iowa District: Anew church paper is to
begin in the Iowa District this month. It
is being published by the four merging
bodies and will go to every Iowa home in
the proposed Lutheran Church in America.

SOUTH AFRICA CONSULTATION STATE¬
M E N T T A K E S F I R M R A C E -
R E L A T I O N S S T A N D

( G e n e v a ) — A fi r m s t a n d o n r a c e - r e l a ¬
tions in South Africa has been taken in a
statement issued in Johannesburg fo l low¬
ing aweek-long consultation on the race
situation convened by the World Council
o f C h u r c h e s .

Whi le admit t ing to widely d ivergent
v iews , t he Sou th A f r i can chu rch l eade rs
recognized all racial groups who perma¬
nently live in the Union as “indigenous
with “equal rights to make their contribu¬
tions” and “share in the ensuing responsi¬
bilities, rewards and privileges.

Of the eight member churches repre¬
sented at the consultation only the Her-
v o r m d e K e r k ( t h e s m a l l e s t o f t h e t h r e e
Dutch Reformed churches participating),
rejected the principles set forth in' the
statement. Every article in the document
had to have the support of at least 80 per
cent of the delegates before it was in¬
c l u d e d .

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, Lu¬
theran, the consultation chairman, and Dr.
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, WCC general sec¬
retary, returned to Geneva with the report
tha t good re la t i ons have been re -es tab¬
l ished between the var ious church bodies
a s a r e s u l t o f t h e c o n s u l t a t i o n .

Both World Council officials expressed
the hope in apress conference that South
Afr ican church leaders would take acom¬
mon stand in supporting the consultation’s
findings when official action is taken upon
them at various denominational and synod¬
ical meet ings.

Pas to rs Inv i ted to Passavant
L e c t u r e s

T h e p a s t o r s o f t h e A E L C h a v e b e e n
inv i ted to a t tend the Passavant Lec tu res
at Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary,
with which Grand View Seminary is now
a s s o c i a t e d . T h e l e c t u r e s w i l l t a k e t h e
p lace o f the t rad i t iona l Pas to rs ’ Ins t i tu te
a t D e s M o i n e s . T h e l e c t u r e s w i l l b e h e l d

at Maywood, Illinois, Thursday and Fri¬
day, April 6and 7. Speakers vnll include
Dr. Phil l ip Watson and Dr. Hans Bolewski.
Dr. Watson, an English authority on the
Lutheran reformation, is perhaps best
k n o w n a s t h e a u t h o r o f “ L e t G o d B e G o d .
Dr. Bolewski is edi tor of THE LUTHERAN
WORLD, and Director of the Evangelical
Academy of Loccum, Germany.

Fur ther detafis wi l l be announced la ter.

> >

f f

f t

C h e c k L i s t o f P r o m o t i o n a l
I d e a s

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 0 )
point up just one fact, story, or art ic le of
timely or particular interest to the group?

5. Do you follow the suggestions in the
Subscription Helps for Educational Com¬

m i t t e e s ” l e a fl e t ? ( A v a i l a b l e f r o m L U ¬
THERAN WOMEN, 3939 Pine Grove Ave¬
nue, Chicago 13, HI.) 

6. Do you alert the program director to
t h e v a l u e o f L U T H E R A N W O M E N a s a
program resource —the “Program Helps
page and the monthly enrichment artides .document from aSouth African viewpoint,
and visual aids? V i s s e r ’ t H o o f t n o t e d t h a t t h e fi n d i n g s

7. Do you use the promotional sugges- made page one news in major newspapers
tions published on the LW page in QUAR- throughout the Union. One editorial hailed
TERLY RELEASE? o u t c o m e o f t h e s e s s i o n s a s “ a c h u r c h

8. Have you made use of the current triumph.” When a reporter candidly de-
promotional skits on LW? scribed the findings as “ideological dyna-

9. Have you asked the pastor to mention mite,” Dr. Visser’t Hooft declared: “What
LUTHERAN WOMEN from time to time is important is not whether this is dyna-
in the weekly or monthly church bulletins, ' ' ’ ' ^ ® * ^ h e r t h i s i s
or written out for him afew pertinent facts ^ me hght of the Word of God.
about the magazine to include in the bulle¬
t i n ? —

Stressing the importance of reading thef t

i f

The 2 ,000 word s ta temen t de fends the
right of non-whites to own land, to partici¬
pate directly in government, to worship
i n a n y c h u r c h , a n d a f fi r m e d t h a t t h e r e
are “no scriptural grounds for the prohibi¬
tion of mixed marriages,” although “due
consideration should be given to certain
factors which may make such marriages
i n a d v i s a b l e . ”

10. Do you post the LUTHERAN WOM¬
EN leaflet, acurrent LW cover, or apic¬
ture or clipping from LW on the bulletin
board now and then, indicating the sub¬
scription price and your name as subscrip¬
tion secretary? 

11. Do you watch “Clippings from the
Editor ’s Mail” for promotion ideas used
by other societies? 

12. Have you asked your local organiza¬
tion to provide you with an extra subscrip¬
tion to LUTHERAN WOMEN?

13. Do you remind the members who
correspond with missionaries that the May
and October issues carry the names and
addresses of all Augustana missionaries?

N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l
M e e t s i n D e t r o i t
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 2 )

in terrac ia l tens ions, cr is is po ints which at
any moment cou ld erupt in to open armed
c o n fl i c t ,

participating in the Council,” Dr. Whiting
s a i d , “ t h e D i v i s i o n o f W e l f a r e s e e k s t o
assist these churches in fulfilling their mis¬
sion to people in trouble in contemporary
society.” He also reported that Lutherans
are now maintaining 217 homes for the
aged and served 15,346 people in this

D R . W E A T H E R H E A D R E T I R E S

British preacher Dr. Leslie D. Weather-
head has preached his last sermon as pas¬
tor of London’s City Temple, before acon¬
gregation of 3,000 persons. The 66-year
old Methodist clergyman, often called the
“best-known religious writer in the Eng¬
lish-speaking world” is retiring from the
pastorate after 23 years’ service.

f t

As an agency of the churches
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Tyler Old People’s Home
The Bui ld ing Fund

them to say blunt ly, “Pr inted Sunday
S c h o o l l e s s o n s s h o u l d n o t b e .

Verner Hartv ig Hansen.

9 9

December 29, 1960
D E A R E D I T O R ;

In t he December 5 i ssue , Pas to r V. S .
Jensen brought up asubject which cer¬
tainly deserves considerably more develop¬
ment—if only to get across the other side
of the story. For some reason, his article
brings to mind afavorite old revival song
w i t h a l i n e s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s : G i v e m e
the old-time religion—it was good enough
for grandpa, and it’s good enough for me!

Who would argue with the principle or
the ideal here? But agreeing with this
traditional and noble thought is not the same
a s s a y i n g : G i v e m e t h e o l d - t i m e t r a n s ¬
portation—it was good enough for grandpa,
and it’s good enough for me! Or saying:
Give me the o ld- t ime i l luminat ion—it was
good enough for grandpa, and it’s good
enough for me! Horse drawn buggies and
whale oil lamps served their purpose well
but they are mere oddit ies now.

I a m n o t s a y i n g t h a t t e l l i n g c h i l d r e n
Bible stories is no longer avalid teaching¬
learn ing exper ience. The buggy s t i l l ge ts
you there and the lamp still lights things
up, and we use them in emergencies even
today. Bu t the sc ience o f educa t ion has
p r o g r e s s e d , j u s t a s h a v e t h e s e o t h e r
sciences. And it is quite possible that the
teachers in Hartford two or three decades
ago disassociated themselves from printed
Sunday School materials because the ma¬
terials of that day were not good enough.

To me, i t is quite significant that Pastor
Jensen pra ises the teacher who could so
arouse the pupil that he went ahead him¬
s e l f . A n d w h e r e d i d h e g o ?
printed page! If this is not an inconsist¬
ency, i t comes very c lose to i t . And Iam
somewhat horrified by the teacher who took
the ch i l d ren up the moun t w i th Ab raham
and Isaac and left tlie story off with Isaac
lying bound on the altar, ready for the
knife. This “cliff-hanger” technique may
be all right to lure children back to the
Saturday cinema, but Iknow of no reput¬
a b l e e d u c a t o r w h o w o u l d r e c o m m e n d t h i s
method for teaching great spi r i tual t ruths.
Tr u e , o n e b o y w a s v e n t u r e s o m e e n o u g h
to resolve his doubts and fears, but what
a b o u t t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e c l a s s w h o
took this horrible picture to bed with them?
M o d e r n t e l e v i s i o n t r e a t s t h e c h i l d n o w o r s e
t h a n t h i s .

Modern curriculum materials provide or¬
g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h e v e r y S u n d a y s c h o o l
n e e d s . W h a t i s m i s s e d i n o n e s e s s i o n o r
one term wi l l be suppl ied in a la ter term.
Hit-and-miss Bible story telling leaves a
great deal to be desired in presenting a
w e l l - r o u n d e d C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n .

John Sorensen, 'Tyler, Minn.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hougaard, 5623

40th Ave., Kenosha, Wis
In memory of Jens Jessen, Gayville,

S. D., from Mrs. Ernest Olson :... 5 . 0 0
Sigurd Pedersen, Ruthton, Minn. .. 50.00
In memory of Mrs. C. B. Seipp from

C. B. Seipp 
In memory of Peter Whingelby,

'Tyler, from friends 
'IVler Telephone Company 
Minnesota Central Telephone Co. 10.00

English Ladies’ Aid of Danevang,
Texas 

Diamond Lake Lutheran Church,
Minnesota 

In memory of Mrs. Chris Bovbjerg,
'Tyler, from friends 

In loving memory of our sister, Mrs.
Chr is Bovbjerg, f rom Mr. and
Mrs. Valdemar Jorgensen, Darrel
and Russell of Brewster, Kansas,
and Mrs. Kenneth McClellan, Cor¬
dova, Nebraska 

In memory o f E l i ne Beck f rom
friends 

First Lutheran Church Ladies’ Aid,
Alden, Minn

Diamond Lake Lutheran Ladies ’ Aid 10.00
Nain Lutheran Ladies’ Aid, Newell,

I o w a

$10.00
D E A R E D I T O R :

20 .00I n t h e D e c e m b e r i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N

TIDINGS appeared an excellent article by
Rev. V. S. Jensen about the printed Sun¬
day School lessons. He emphasized the
urgent need for teachers to tell the story.
His statement that “Printed Sunday School
lessons should not be” needs fur ther ex¬
planation, we feel.

It is, perhaps, true that in some in¬
stances the printed materials become a
de t r imen t . We ag ree w i th Pas to r Jensen
that the period on Sunday morning when
our church has our children is altogether
too short. Compare this, for instance, with
the time our children spend in the public
schoo l s whe re t o use t he Lo rd ’s P raye r
has been ruled unconstitutional.

Do not use books during those precious
minutes; teU them the story. Tell them
the story!” admonishes Pastor Jensen.

Many teachers, we believe, resort to the
printed lesson materials because they feel

pressed for time.” It is amazing —yet
encouraging, in away —the number of
m o t h e r s w h o h a v e t i m e t o t e a c h i n o u r
Sunday school classes. Many are also
public school teachers who give of their
precious time to the work of the Lord on
Sunday morning when it is so much nicer
to sleep-in that one morning aweek.

Many of our Sunday School teachers ad¬
mit that they are not qualified to teach but
that they do so out of asense of duty. To
these teachers, the printed materials are
precious guides.

Several teachers admit that it is simpler
to read the story than to try to have the
children read it. “Why, they can’t read?
we of the public schools are asked. It’s
the “Johnny-can’t read” accusation all
over again. No, Johnny can’t read Bible
passages, especially Old Testament stories
— e v e n i f h e c a n “ s w a l l o w ” c o m i c b o o k s
by the pack, as one frustrated mother
a s s e r t e d .

Within our Synod we need revision of
our entire religious education program. We
include herein not only the precious minutes
of the so-called Sunday School once week¬
ly, but also our Vacation Bible School
program, and our confirmation class in¬
s t r u c t i o n . “ Te l l t h e m t h e s t o r y ! ” Ye s
indeed. And better yet, help them live the
story. Perhaps some of this will be at¬
t a i n e d w i t h t h e c o m i n g “ M E R G E R . "

In closing, we have placed Sunday School
materials in our public school classrooms,
without comment, and to say that “Printed
Sunday School material should not be” is
indeed fa l lac ious . John who is fa i th fu l in
S u n d a y S c h o o l a t t e n d a n c e p o i n t s w i t h
pride as he glowingly announces, “I know
w h e r e y o u g o t t h a t ! ” Ye s i n d e e d , J o h n ,
t h a t — a n d m u c h m o r e .

25 .00

150.00
100.00

17.00

44.27

100.00

< (

50 .00

35 .00

25.00

20.00
Dagmar Ladies’ Aid, Dagmar, Mont. 15.00
In memory o f Pe te r Andersen f rom

friends 
Danebod Danish Ladies’ Aid, TVler,

Minn

Danish Lutheran Ladies’ Aid, Gay¬
ville, S. D

Mr. and Mi 's . A. R. Jensen, El
Cajon, California 

In memory of Mrs. Helga Buhl from
friends 

24.00

15.00
T o t h e

25.00

9 9 10 .00

120.00

In memory of Mrs. Chris Bovbjerg
from Mrs. Ida Larsen 

In memory of Mrs. Chris Bovbjerg
from Mrs. Agnes Carlsen 

I n m e m o r y o f S v e n d U . H a n s e n
from family 

I n m e m o r y o f C a r l H o w e f r o m
friends 

10 .00

5 .00

50 .00

35 .00

G I F T S F O R T H E H O M E

Marquette Lutheran Ladies’ Aid $ 1 0 . 0 0
Hope Afternoon Club (Thanksgiving)—two

turkeys.
Ted Larsen 
D a n i s h S i s t e r h o o d

Danebod Engl ish Ladies’ Aid —Metal
C h r i s t m a s t r e e .

Amer ican Legion Aux i l ia ry, 'Ty ler - two
turkeys.

D a n e b o d D a n i s h L a d i e s ’ A i d — t w o c a r d

tab les, large coffee pot , tab le c lo th .
S i len t Sues , Ru th ton , M inn .
A e t n a L u t h e r a n C h u r c h S u n d a y S c h o o l

Teachers, Ruthton 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bisballe 

Mrs. Art Reinke, 'Tyler 
Martha Holm, 'Tyler 
Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Frederiksen,

R u t h t o n

Two chickens

one bushel apples9 9

Curriculum materials also present sugges¬
t i o n s f o r m o d e r n a u d i o - v i s u a l a i d s , a n d
t h e y p r o v i d e t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g . Ve r y, f e w
volunteer teachers feel sufficiently equipped
in background and in personal i ty to teach
c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t e v e n a n o p e n B i b l e i n
f ron t o f t hem. A few m igh t , bu t I am su re
the number would not approacli even 10
per cent.

The church today spends great sums of
money and enlists great numbers of people
to prepare fine Sunday School lessons. It
is abroad and harmful accusation against

F o o d

, . F o o d
Candy
. . F o o d
. . F o o d

M a r i e M . H a l d .

Solvang, California.

We cannot s tand around on the outs ide
a n d e v a l u a t e C l u ' i s t i a n i t y. W e m u s t t r y
it out. It declares itself only on the reck¬
less adventurer who bets his l i fe on it.

Henry M. Edmonds.

G o o s e
M r s . C . C . S o r e n s e n .

P l e a s e s e n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e n e w
treasurer, Mr. Eilif Johansen, Tyler, Minn.
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. . . . 1 . 0 0by air. and Mrs. J. M. Lenschau,

Milbrae 

I n m e m o r y o f A n n i e E s k e l s e n , b y
Mr. and Mrs . Ed Ho lm, F resno . . 2 .50
by Mr. and Mrs . Je rg K ro igaa rd ,
Fresno 
by Mr. and Mrs . Herber t Jensen,
Fresno 
by Mr. and Mrs. Hans J. Nielsen,
Fresno 
by Mrs. Bertha Jensen, Fresno . .
by Mrs. Kirstine Eskelsen, Fresno
by Mrs. Sara Andersen, Fresno ..
b y M r . a n d M r s . J i m W i l k i n s ,
Fresno 
b y M r . a n d M r s . H a r r i s R e e d ,
Fresno 

b y M r . a n d M r s . J o h n J e n s e n ,
Fresno 

by Mrs. Anna Finderup, Fresno.,
by Miss Christine Finderup and
Katherine Fisher 

In memory of Mr. Carl Tugel, Man-
tico, by Miss Bodil Ryberg 

In memory of Viggo Torsleff, L. A.,
by Mr. and Mrs . F. P. Ho lm,
Selma 
b y M r . a n d M r s . L . C . F o i s t ,
Van Nuys 
by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Jensen,
L. A

by Mr. and Mrs. Axel Linvang,
Inglewood 
b y M r. a n d M r s . H a r o l d M a t h i e -
sen, L. A
by Mrs. Marie Sorensen, Ingle¬
wood 
by Mr. and Mi-s. A. Holger Nielsen
by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Christensen
by Mr. and Mrs. Anton Nielsen
by Mr. Carl Christensen, Jr
by Mr. J. P. Andersen
by Mr. Harold Hansen
by Mr. and Mrs. Iner Andersen ..
by Mr. and Mrs. Bill Madsen —
by Mr. and Mrs. Will Christensen
by Mrs. Christine Jorgensen
by Mrs. Christine Finderup and
Ml ’S . Ka ther ine F isher, F resno . .
by Ml’, and Mrs. A. V. Knudsen,
Norwalk 

In memory of Mr. Peter Hutchinson,
Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. Herb
Daily 

In memory of Mr. Dan Thygesen,
Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. John
Larsen, Solvang, and Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Hansen, Tyler, Minn

In memory of Mr. H. P. Palmer,
L. A., by Emanuel Danish Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church. L. A. .. 10.00

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . A n d r e w P e t e r ¬
sen, Bryand, S. D., by Solvang
Friends 

In memory of C. Jensen, Solvang,
by Mr. and Mrs. Arne Petersen,
Viborg, S. D
b y M r . a n d M r s . E s k i l d L u n d ,
Viborg, S. D
b y M r . a n d M r s . E j n e r K r a m e r ,
Des Moines, Iowa 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Lauritsen,
Des Moines, Iowa 
by Mr. and Mi’s. Fred Lauritsen,
Des Moines, Iowa 
by Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Laurit¬
sen, Boone 
by Mr. and Mrs. Nels Jespersen,

Viborg, S. D
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Jens

Johansen, Solvang,
I n m e m o r y o f M r . C h r e i s J e n s e n ,

Solvang,
In memory of Mrs. Teresa Foss,

Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. Niels
Petersen, Solvang 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o
Solvang Lutheran Home

M E M O R I A L G I F T S

In memory of Dr. Homer Walker,
Solvang, by Mrs. Homer Walker,
Solvang, :
by Bethania Guild, Solvang 

In memory of Mrs. Anna C. P.
Knudsen, Se lma, by Math i lda
Knudsen, Bel Rey 
by Esther M. Schumacher, L. A... 7 . 5 0
by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Metzler,
Fowler 

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . E m m a H a n l e y,
Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. Chris
Roth, Solvang 
by Mr. and Mrs . W. P. Dyer,
Lompoc 

In memory of Mrs. Christine Larsen,
Solvang, by Mr. and Mrs. Niels
Gade, Brush, Colo

In memory of Carl Jensen, Solvang,
by Mr. and Mrs. N ie ls Gade,
Brush, Colo
by Mrs. Camille Hansen, Solvang 1.00

In memory of Axel Ryberg, Solvang,
by Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Andersen,
Redwood City 
by Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gottschall,
L. A

by Mr.s. Camille Hansen, .Solvang 1.00
by Mr. and Mrs. C. V. Nielsen,
Solvang
by Mr. and Mrs. Julius Juhl 3 . 0 0
by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hansen,
Hollywood
by Mr. Chris Johnson, Solvang .. 2 . 0 0

In memory of Mr. George Kerr,
San Francisco, by Miss Karen Hel-
lesoe, San Franc isco

5 .00

2 .50

10.002 .50? 5 . 0 0
T O B U I L D I N G F U N D

by Mr. and Mrs. Aage Jensen, Pasa¬
dena !

by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 0. Kinberg,
Santa Barbara 

Advance from Marie Howley Est... 1,000.00
by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Smith,

Los Angeles 
by St. Ansgar’s Ladies’ Aid Sewing

Circle, Salinas 
by Mr. and Mrs. Jorgen Andersen,

Solvang 
by Mr. and Mrs. Chester Thomsen,

Del Rey 
by St. John Lutheran Church Fresno 100.00
by Mr. and Mrs. George Nielsen,

Hollister 
by Sons and Daughters of Mrs. Mary

0. Hanson 
by Mr. and Mrs. George DuJardin,

Chicago 
by St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Guild, Sa¬

linas 
by Mrs. El izabeth Jensen, Van Nuys 10.00
by St. Ansgnr’s Lutheran Church,

Salinas 
b y F i i ’ s t E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n

Church, Watsonville 

5 .00
3 .00
3 .00 $10 .00
5 .003 .00
2 .00 100.00

5 . 0 03 .00
20 .00

5 .00

10 .002 .00
3 .00
5 .00 564.083 .00

5 .00 100.00
2 .50

5 .00

10.00
2 .50

3 .00 500.00

5 .00 100.00
15.00

5 .00 50 .00
10 .00

100.00
2.00

3 .50
50 .00

In aspir i t of thankfulness for above
gifts, we bring greetings and good wishes
for a joyous and b lessed 1961. Tak for a l
godhed idet gamle Aar.

S O LVA N G L U T H E R A N H O M E
Nis P. Pors , Treasurer
3 2 0 W e s t A l i s a l S t r e e t

Sa l inas, Cal i forn ia

2 .00
2 .00

125.00 2 .00
2 .00
5 .00
1.00

2.00 1 .00
1 .00
1 .00

P O S T M A S T E B : I f u n d e U v e r a b l e a s a d d r e s s e d ,
attach Form S579, give new address, and returnentire paper at transient second-class rate
(P. M. Sm.343; 355.334; 158^2) to
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S , A S K O V , M I N N E S O T A

R e t u r n P o s t a g e G u a r a n t e e d

Q a ! z !

5 3 I

1.00
2 .00 IBelieve in the Holy

C a t h o l i c C h u r c h5.00

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

our places of business, in our congi’ega-
t i o n s a n d c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t w e a r e c a l l e d

u p o n t o b e s t e w a r d s . D i d n o t o u r L o r d
remind us that the Kingdom of God is
within us and about us. We need not seek
to the ends of the earth for the holy Grail!
It is where God has placed us, or sent us,
that we are to be faithful in our steward¬
ship.

L e t u s a l l r e m e m b e r t h i s ! I t w a s t h i s
a t t i t ude in commi tmen t wh ich was in the
mind of one of our poets when he wrote—
and may his words be more than poetry
f o r u s —

We are stewards, and what we are worth
We shall prove as we plough the good earth
And are sowing,
Where for others the gi’aiii will be growing.
There is stony and thorn-covered soU;
There Is heart breaking back breaking toil;
Fe l l ow Worke rs ,
Let us never be counted as shirkers!

(Kr. Ostergaard)
For we be l ieve in the church , wh ich i s

both holy and catholic —as is the love of
God for His children revealed to us in
J e s u s C h r i s t ! A m e n !
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